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Your generosity fuels innovative rehabilitation 
research and grant making that helps people with 
disabilities recover function, regain independence, 
and live to the fullest.

With your support, our research changes care 
and our grant making links people to job 
opportunities. Treatments developed by Kessler 
Foundation scientists are used by rehabilitation 
professionals in the U.S., Canada, Europe, 
Australia, Asia, and South America. More than 
10,000 individuals with disabilities have been 
connected to competitive employment.

We could never achieve so much without  
you. Read more inside about the impact of  
your support.

Thank you!

Rodger DeRose
President and CEO
973.324.8360
rderose@kesslerfoundation.org

Michele Pignatello
Chief Development Officer
973.324.8363
mpignatello@kesslerfoundation.org
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YOUR SUPPORT HELPS PEOPLE REGAIN MOBILITY 
With your support, Kessler Foundation’s 
Human Performance and Engineering 
Research team has flourished. Under the 
direction of Guang Yue, PhD, experts in 
biomechanics, bioengineering, movement 
analysis, robotics, neurophysiology, and 
neuroimaging seek new and effective ways 
to improve mobility and motor function so 
individuals with disabilities can participate 
fully in school, work, and community 
activities. Their efforts fuel innovative 
approaches to address disabling 
conditions, including brain injury, spinal 
cord injury, multiple sclerosis, cerebral 
palsy, arthritis, and cancer.

Moving Robotics into Clinical Care
Kessler Foundation has led translational 
research in robotic exoskeletons, influencing 
the transition of these devices from the lab 
to rehab facilities and the community. Since 
the first pilot study of the Ekso in 2011 by 
Gail Forrest, PT, PhD, the Foundation has 
actively studied the impact of exo-assisted 
walking in individuals with spinal cord 
injury. The Foundation’s robotics research 
focuses on minimizing complications that 
affect quality of life, including loss of bowel 
and bladder function, chronic pain, muscle 
weakness, and bone loss.

The initial exploration of exoskeletons for 
stroke rehabilitation was conducted in 
patients at Kessler Institute. Led by Karen 
Nolan, PhD, this research demonstrates the 
potential for these devices to transform 
physical rehabilitation and improve outcomes. 
Most recently, Dr. Nolan has adapted this 
line of research to the rehabilitation of 
adolescents with brain injury, in collaboration 
with Children’s Specialized Hospital and 
supported by the Reitman Foundation.
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Kessler Foundation’s Human Performance and 
Engineering Research team 
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“
Addressing the Needs of Children 
with Disabilities
Manual wheelchairs mean mobility for many 
people with disabilities, but daily use strains 
users’ wrists, shoulders, elbows, and neck. 
Under the leadership of Peter Barrance, PhD, 
researchers are studying ways to lessen 
the stresses for young wheelchair users, an 
area where little research has been done. 
In collaboration with Children’s Specialized 
Hospital, they are analyzing the pros and 
cons of standard and ultralight wheelchairs. 
Building this evidence base will help 
establish guidelines for the selection and 
safe long-term use of this critical means of 
mobility. Providing objective evidence for 
insurance companies will enable more 
children to get the equipment they need.

The moment when someone disabled by an 
injury takes his or her first steps using a robotic 
exoskeleton—that’s when I’m most inspired.

 —Gail Forrest, PT, PhD, associate director of Human 
Performance and Engineering Research

Robotics therapy is revolutionizing rehabilitation. 
Instead of individuals taking two-dozen 
strenuous steps in an hour-long therapy session, 
they can take 300 steps. The feeling of a regular 
walking pattern helps the brain connect to the 
motion. Our research explores how we get that 
change to stick.

 —Karen Nolan, PhD, senior research scientist,  
Human Performance and Engineering Research
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Researchers are studying ways to lessen the 
stresses for young wheelchair users. 
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Giving Back After a Spinal Cord Injury
Rosalie Hannigan, an active 
mother of young children, went 
on a family vacation at the Jersey 
Shore to take a much-needed 
break from her busy banking job 
in New York City. While body 
surfing, Rosalie tumbled in the 
waves and broke her neck. She 
was immediately paralyzed. 

Rosalie couldn’t walk, she couldn’t 
stand, she couldn’t return to work, 
and she couldn’t do many things 
she once did with her family. But 
she couldn’t—and wouldn’t—let 
her disability hold her down.

Rosalie wanted to regain her 
independence and learn more 
about her injury. She joined 
Kessler Foundation’s study to 
assess a robotic exoskeleton that 
enables people in wheelchairs to 
stand and walk. 

Rosalie hopes that walking in the 
exoskeleton will help her regain 
strength, and improve her balance 
and ability to walk independently.

Rosalie has participated in seven 
Kessler Foundation research studies 
so far, and plans to do even more.

These days Rosalie can walk up 
and down stairs, volunteer at her 
kids’ schools, go camping with 
her family, and take her children 
to water parks and after-school 
activities. As a way of giving back, 
Rosalie not only participates in 
research, she also raises funds for 
Kessler Foundation. 
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“ “Participating in these studies has helped me  
to focus on what I can do. I figured out how  
to adapt, so that I can take care of myself  
and my family.

 —Rosalie Hannigan



YOUR SUPPORT HELPS STROKE SURVIVORS 
RECLAIM THEIR LIVES
Recovery from stroke can mean overcoming 
a range of different deficits. Stroke 
rehabilitation research at Kessler Foundation, 
led by AM Barrett, MD, addresses the 
spectrum of challenges faced by stroke 
survivors. By closely collaborating with 
clinicians, advances in research are 
improving rehabilitative care after stroke.

Spotlighting Hidden Disabilities
Because of your support, more health 
professionals are implementing the tools 
developed at Kessler Foundation to detect 
and treat spatial neglect, a hidden disability 
that complicates recovery. Even after mild 
strokes, spatial neglect can be disabling, 
causing difficulties with self-care, driving, 
reading, and navigating one’s surroundings. 
Individuals with spatial neglect have an 
increased risk for falls and prolonged 
hospital stays, and are less likely to return 
home. Using the Kessler Foundation 
Neglect Assessment Process (KF-NAPTM), 
clinicians are screening patients for spatial 
neglect. Those diagnosed with this hidden 
disability receive the Kessler Foundation 
Prism Adaptation Treatment (KF-PATTM), 
a noninvasive, cost-effective behavioral 
therapy using prism goggles.

As more professionals incorporate 
KF-NAPTM and KF-PATTM—used in 
seven countries so far—in their 
rehabilitation protocols, more stroke 
survivors will attain optimal recovery 
and greater independence.

AM Barrett, MD, director of Stroke 
Rehabilitation Research
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Exploring Reading Difficulties
Another cause of disability after stroke is the 
inability to read. Despite the implications, 
few studies have focused on the cognitive 
components of reading impairment. Our 
researchers, in collaboration with their 
Rutgers colleagues, are using neuroimaging 
techniques, neurological examination, and 
neuropsychological testing to determine the 
cognitive mechanisms that underlie our ability 
to read. Led by Olga Boukrina, PhD, the team 
has correlated specific reading deficits with 
the location of brain lesions among left-brain 
stroke survivors. Based on these findings, 
new interventions can be developed that 
will restore the ability to read.

Life After Stroke
Audrey Cebulski, a retired 
real estate agent, mother, 
grandmother, and great 
grandmother, always believed 
in hard work, independence, 
and being active. At 80, Audrey 
completed a 5K race with her 
family by her side. Two years 
later, a severe stroke changed her 
life. The woman who valued her 
independence could not take care 
of herself. She had weakness on 
her left side and spatial neglect. 
Because of your support, Audrey 
received the Kessler Foundation 
Prism Adaptation Treatment and 
overcame her spatial neglect and 
reclaimed her independence. 

Olga Boukrina, PhD, research scientist

5Your Support Changes Lives: Impact Report 2017



YOUR SUPPORT IMPROVES THINKING,  
LEARNING, AND MEMORY
Groundbreaking memory research led  
by Nancy Chiaravalloti, PhD, uncovered  
the underlying mechanisms for deficits  
that cause disability in MS and TBI.  
Dr. Chiaravalloti and her team of scientists 
then provided the first evidence for an 
effective treatment for memory retraining, 
the modified Story Memory Technique 
(mSMT), a low-cost, noninvasive cognitive 
intervention being used in eight countries, 
and in centers across the U.S. 

The mSMT has been translated into Spanish, 
Italian, and Chinese. Using the mSMT’s 
five-week protocol, professionals are 
helping individuals achieve lasting 
benefits, including improvements in their 
ability to perform everyday activities.

Expanding in New Directions
Now, we are exploring cognitive issues in 
people with spinal cord injury. Although 
cognitive deficits contribute to poor 
rehabilitation outcomes, little attention 
has focused on changes in cognition 
in these individuals. We are studying 
cognitive performance and using 
neuroimaging to look at possible causes. 
Ongoing research will determine optimal 
ways to improve outcomes.

Besides memory problems, scientists 
seek ways to help people with MS and 
TBI overcome fatigue, depression, sleep 
disturbances, personality changes, and 
difficulty relating to others.

Nancy Chiaravalloti, PhD, director of 
Neuropsychology, Neuroscience, and  
Traumatic Brain Injury Research
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Learning to Live with MS
Your generosity has helped Carla 
learn to live with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) and lead a fulfilling life with 
her son Joseph. Carla was diagnosed 
in 1997, before Joseph was born. 
Since then, Carla’s MS has advanced 
significantly. She uses a walker 
to get around and struggles with 
memory, communication, and 
attention problems.

Carla joined an innovative study at 
Kessler Foundation, led by Helen 
Genova, PhD. Three times a week 
for ten weeks, Carla performed 
exercises in a pool to improve 
walking, strength, and balance. 
Dr. Genova is assessing how this 
program benefits people with MS 
physically and cognitively.

“This study increased my physical 
stamina and helped my thought 
process,” explained Carla. “MS 
takes away a lot, but I believe that 
through research and therapy, we 
can adapt. When new research 
discoveries are provided to us, we 
can have a better quality of life.” 
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“

With the help of Kessler Foundation and its donors, 
I’m expanding my abilities and have more time to 
focus on what I love most—being a mom.

 —Carla



Reclaiming Life and Motherhood After TBI
Tracy Matos was driving when 
her car slid on a patch of black 
ice and crashed into a utility 
pole—she was 8 ½ months 
pregnant. Tracy sustained a 
severe traumatic brain injury. 
The outlook was grim. Doctors 
fought for her life, and for the 
life of her baby.

After her accident, Tracy was 
in a coma. Doctors performed 
an emergency C-section, and, 
thankfully, her son, Ethan, was 
born alive and well. Tracy missed 
his first breath.

Twenty-one days later, Tracy 
woke to face a new reality. 
Because of her brain injury, she 
could not do the simple things 
so many of us take for granted—
walking, sitting, eating, talking, 
and remembering. She couldn’t 
even remember her own name.

Her husband, Mike, and her 
family worried that she could 
never care for herself again, 
let alone be a mother to Ethan 
and their teenage daughter, 
Jenna. Returning to her job 
or continuing her education 
seemed out of the question. 
But that all changed, thanks to 
Kessler Foundation’s innovative 
research—made possible by the 
support of donors like you.

Tracy joined a study to test 
the modified Story Memory 
Technique (mSMT). The impact 
was profound; it helped Tracy get 
her life back. 
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Just 16 months after her accident, 
Tracy returned to her job at New 
Jersey City University, and resumed 
classes for her master’s degree.

Tracy has watched Ethan grow 
happy and healthy, and Jenna start 
her college years. Just like any other 
mother, Tracy takes pride in caring 
and providing for her family.

“My family and I are thankful 
every day that Kessler Foundation 
and supporters like you were 
there after my traumatic brain 
injury,” says Tracy. “Because of 
you, many others like me are back 
at home and in their communities, 
enjoying time with families, 
friends, and co-workers.” 
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YOUR SUPPORT JUMPSTARTS INNOVATION
Researchers conducted 243 scans at the 
Rocco Ortenzio Neuroimaging Center at 
Kessler Foundation last year. Established 
with the generosity of the Rocco and Nancy 
Ortenzio Foundation and Select Medical, the 
Ortenzio Center’s unique capabilities enable 
us to correlate cognitive and motor function 
with activity in the brain and spinal cord. 
How the spinal cord recovers after injury, and 

the mechanisms that underlie fatigue, are just 
two areas where we are making important 
discoveries. By combining state-of-the-art 
technology with neuroimaging, we are 
adding a new dimension to our research 
and broadening its impact on the lives 
of people with disabilities. This is only 
possible with your support.

Bing Yao, PhD, physicist and manager, 
Rocco Ortenzio Neuroimaging Center
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YOUR SUPPORT CREATES  
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The majority of Americans with disabilities 
are striving to work, according to the Kessler 
Foundation National Employment and 
Disability Survey. The Foundation’s grant 
making encourages creative solutions to help 
people with disabilities overcome obstacles  
to success in the workplace.

Since 2005, the Foundation’s targeted grant 
making has connected more than 10,000 
individuals with disabilities to competitive 
employment. Initiatives across the U.S.  
are transitioning an increasing number  
of people to the workplace.

Transitioning Youth from School to the Workplace
Many employment and vocational programs 
for youth with disabilities focus on job 
readiness and skills training, with lesser 
emphasis on achieving transition from 
school to the workplace. 40 percent of 
students with disabilities leave high school 
without employment or post-secondary 
education or training. To address this need, 
Kessler Foundation supported 21 and 
Able, an initiative to effectively connect 
employers to students with disabilities. 
The result: 161 young people have been 
placed in jobs that pay an average of $25 
an hour. Even more impressive: Preliminary 
data indicate that the estimated economic 
impact in 2016 was $1.1 million in salaries 
and benefits. Recently, two more employers 
have partnered with 21 and Able, showing 
this model can be replicated and scaled.

161  
number of young people that  
have been placed in jobs that  

pay an average of

$25 / hr. 

estimated economic impact in 2016:

$1.1 million 
 in salaries and benefits. 

10,000  
number of individuals with  
disabilities connected to  
competitive employment  

since 2005.
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KESSLER SOCIETY 
Giving that Changes Lives

Leadership gifts from Kessler Society members provide 
Kessler Foundation scientists and grant makers with critical 
resources. Kessler Society members advance research 
discoveries and innovative employment initiatives that help 
people with disabilities re-imagine what’s possible and realize 
the extraordinary. Year after year, these generous friends 
demonstrate a belief in our mission and a commitment to 
solidifying our role as a global leader in rehabilitation research 
and disability employment.

Membership in the Kessler Society is extended to friends who 
make annual gifts to Kessler Foundation totaling $500 or more. 
Members change the lives of people with disabilities—helping 
them take their first steps, improve their memory, communicate, 
and overcome obstacles to employment.

Trustees
Laurence S. Aronson 

Janice Beauchamp 

Rodger L. DeRose 

Saverio Garruto 

M. John Germain 

David Gibbons

Alexander R. Giaquinto 

Thomas P. Higgins 

Dean Janeway, Jr. 

David Legow

Mary Anne McDonald 

Mary Rose Migliazza

Glenn M. Reiter

Michael Saffer

Bruce M. Schnelwar

David Schonbraun

Stephen G Sudovar

Guy Tufo

William C. Weisser

Trustees Emeriti
David F. Bolger 

John R. Cannell 

Jack J. Confusione 

H. Corbin Day 

Richard C. Fowler, Jr.

Thomas G. Greig III 

Robert H. Herz 

John O. Lasser 

Barbara Lewis

Elizabeth Lowenstein 

W. Thomas Margetts 

Antonia S. Marotta-Brinton 

Robert W. Parsons, Jr. 

Mark L. Pollard 

Wendy M. Richman 

Allen J. Sinisgalli 

Francis A. Wood, MD

Kessler Society members honor Henry H. Kessler, MD, who 

founded Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation after serving in 

World War II. His vision was 

“...to treat the whole individual ...to help him 
or her successfully regain physical, mental, 
social, vocational and economic usefulness to 
the fullest possible degree.” 

Today, Dr. Kessler’s vision is reflected in the institutions that 

bear his name—Kessler Foundation and Kessler Institute, 

which consistently ranks as one of the best rehabilitation 

hospitals in the nation. Our donors help fulfill his legacy.

““



2016 KESSLER SOCIETY
BENEFACTORS–$10,000+
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Marc E. Berson, Berson Family 
Supporting Foundation

The Carson Family Charitable Trust

The Derfner Foundation

The Walter Henry Freygang Foundation

Alan and Marion Garfield

Gibbons P.C.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Herz

Hugoton Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Janeway, Jr.

David Legow and Sarit Catz

Estate of Debra J. Lezak

Liz and David Lowenstein

Morgan Stanley

New Jersey Health Foundation, Inc.

The Rocco and Nancy Ortenzio Foundation

Estate of Frank Rea, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn M. Reiter

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Reynolds

Erin and David Schonbraun

Select Medical

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. Sudovar

Wakefern Food Corporation

Wallerstein Foundation for Geriatric Life Improvement

PATRONS–$5,000-$9,999
Laurence S. Aronson

Janice Beauchamp and Ray Chamberlin

Colonial Consulting, LLC

Ellen and Rodger DeRose

Epic

Ellen and John Germain

Dr. and Mrs. Alexander R. Giaquinto

Diane and Robert Goldberg

Alyce C. Halchak, Esq.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Higgins

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs

Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation, Inc.

Dr. Ruth G. Legow and Mr. Gerald C. Legow

Mr. and Mrs. Gary S. Lewis

Donna and Tom Margetts

The Miller Family Endowment, Inc.

Novel Brands

Richard and Noreen Oelkers

Pfizer Inc.

Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation

John Reiss, Esq.

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Schinman

Lyn Rosensweig and Bruce Schnelwar

The Philip W. Riskin Charitable Foundation

Mr. Saul M. Simon

Saul and Roberta Wolfe

SPONSORS–$1,000-$4,999
AAA Northeast

Anne and Victor Ammons

Mr. Rory Babich

C.R. Bard Foundation, Inc.

Saint Barnabas Medical Center

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy L. Barnett

Tom and Michele Bass

Bederson, LLP

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan D. Bell

Natan and Sara Blutinger Foundation

Doug and Lynn Borck

Henry H. Kessler, MD, founder of Kessler Institute 
for Rehabilitation
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Alan T Brown Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cannell

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Casey

Mr. Jason Chen

The Cormac Group

Cushman & Wakefield

Ms. Nancy Daugenti

Jim and Elisabeth Ely Charitable Fund

Paul Ford and Nancy Young

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Saverio Garruto

Edith and Michael Gelfand Foundation Inc.

Genentech

Lynn and Steve Glasser

Goldman Sachs

Mrs. Pastora C. Goldner

The Grove

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Harvitt, Edward Harvitt  
Family Foundation

Mr. Michael Haydinger

Homewatch CareGivers

Mr. Matthew D. Houston

Jack and Jill of America, Inc.

Elaine and Daniel Katz

Mrs. Mary Kennon

Bobbie and Bill Kilberg

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Kirshblum

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Kleinert

Izumi Hara and David Koschik

Nancy and John Lasser

Mrs. Mary R. Lasser

Mr. Peter Lasser and Mrs. Cynthia Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Lerner

Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Liddell

Mrs. Tobey Lipschitz

Mrs. Eleonore B. McCabe

Mary Anne McDonald and Joseph Benning

Mary Rose Migliazza and Carl Guzzo

Mr. and Mrs. Nik Minocha

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Muroff

Mr. Jeremy Neuer

NK Architects

North Jersey Masters Track & Field Club

Parker Hannifin

Michele Pignatello and Dan Cordasco

Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Pollard

Premio Foods, Inc.

Mrs. Edythe Rosenthal

Sara and Bob Sanders

Ms. Joanne Serraino

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Sklar, LPZ Management

John L. & Grace Soldoveri Foundation, Inc.

Mr. James C. Stover

Studio 1200

Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Stupak

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Tufo

Dr. Carl and Mrs. Debra Vitale

Margo and Frank Walter

Wells Fargo Advisors

Westminster Hotel

The Jon & Abby Winkelried Foundation

WithumSmith+Brown, PC

MEMBERS–$500-$999
Aetna

Louis F. and Reberta C. Albright Foundation

Mrs. Shirley Aidekman-Kaye

AMRAMP

Mr. Fred Baradari

Brookdale ShopRite, Inc.

Doris C. Brown and Leonard R. Davis

Mr. Matthew Byrnes

Ms. Marilyn Caselli

Mr. Anthony Cicatiello

Anonymous

Coloplast

Mr. Peter Cosentino

Ms. Elizabeth Cothron

CTR Services, Inc.

Mr. Jimmy Cuevas

Daughters of Israel

Dr. John and Mrs. Carmen DeLuca

Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Rita DeStefano

Ms. Linda Dombrowsky

Kevin and Debbie Eaise

Ekso Bionics

Norman and Marji Feinstein

Mr. Sanford I. Feld

Florin Family Foundation

Fowler White Burnett

Mrs. Valerie Fraser

Bob and Pam Friedman

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce M. Gans

Carol and Larry Gelber

Cherie and John Giraud

Mr. Robert M. Goodman
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Ms. Constance Goren

Richard J. Greene, MD, PhD

Peter and Michelle Harbeck

Mr. Bret Hirsh

Mr. David Israelite

Jane and Andy Kessler

Mr. Alan M. Klein, Alan Klein and  
Lauren Ezrol Klein Charitable Gift Fund

Walter and Debbie Kneis

The Knowles Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Michael I. Lefkowitz

Donald and Ellen Legow

Mr. Paul Lockhart

Anonymous

Win and Pat Marston

Ms. Mary McCartney

Erin and Michael Monaco

Mr. Dennis Mosner

Carolann Murphy and Frank Rodino

Carol and Timothy Neil

NJM Insurance Group

Office Furniture Partnership

Dr. and Mrs. John H. O’Neill

Perfect Smiles, LLC, Ryan C. Maher, DDS

Mr. Edward T. Rebholz

Right at Home of Essex County

Randi and Rob Rudnick

Dr. and Mrs. Donald H. Sebastian

Jeff and Jane Sell

Geri and Jay Sher

Stephanie and Warren Spar

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Triner

West Milford Elks Lodge 2236

LEGACY DONORS

We are grateful to these friends 
who have made provision for Kessler 
Foundation in their estate plans.
Mr. David Legow

Mr. and Mrs. Gary S. Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Middleton

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Reiter

Mrs. Edythe Rosenthal

Anonymous

Mr. Guy Tufo

2015 KESSLER SOCIETY
BENEFACTORS–$10,000+
The Collier W. Baird, Jr. 1995 Charitable  
Remainder Unitrust

Anonymous

Biogen

The Carson Family Charitable Trust

The Walter Henry Freygang Foundation

Gibbons P.C.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Herz

Hugoton Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Janeway, Jr.

Estate of Debra J. Lezak

Liz and David Lowenstein

Morgan Stanley

New Jersey Health Foundation, Inc.

Estate of Elizabeth Novak

The Rocco and Nancy Ortenzio Foundation

Estate of Frank Rea, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn M. Reiter

Select Medical

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. Sudovar

Estate of George C. Thomas, Jr.

Wallerstein Foundation for Geriatric Life Improvement

PATRONS–$5,000-$9,999
Tom and Michele Bass

Colonial Consulting, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert J. Conrad

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Culley, Jr.

Cushman & Wakefield

Ellen and Rodger DeRose

Anonymous

Forem Family Foundation Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Alexander R. Giaquinto

Diane and Robert Goldberg

Goldman Sachs

Alyce C. Halchak, Esq.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Kesner

Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation, Inc.

David Legow and Sarit Catz

Dr. Ruth G. Legow and Mr. Gerald C. Legow

Mr. and Mrs. Gary S. Lewis

Mrs. Tobey Lipschitz

The M&T Charitable Foundation

Donna and Tom Margetts
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The Philip W. Riskin Charitable Foundation

Phyllis J. Roome and Barbara J. Foreman

Mrs. Edythe Rosenthal

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Schinman

Lyn Rosensweig and Bruce Schnelwar

Sudler Foundation, Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Sudler

Wakefern Food Corporation, ShopRite

SPONSORS–$1,000-$4,999
Louis F. and Reberta C. Albright Foundation

Mr. Lloyd Ambinder

Anne and Victor Ammons

Laurence S. Aronson

Ken and Regina Bann

C.R. Bard Foundation, Inc.

Saint Barnabas Medical Center

Bederson, LLP

Berry Family Fund of the Community  
Foundation of New Jersey

Ray and Karen Blau, Commercial Furniture Interiors, Inc.

Lynn and Doug Borck

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cannell

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Casey

Checking for Charity

Chodorcoff Family Fund of the Community  
Foundation of New Jersey

William and Nancy Conger

The Cormac Group

Mr. William Dailey

Feinstein, Raiss, Kelin & Booker, LLC,  
Tracey Goldstein, Esq.

Mr. Sanford I. Feld

Wendy and Lee Fishman

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Alan and Marion Garfield

Mr. and Mrs. Saverio Garruto

Carol and Larry Gelber

Ellen and John Germain

John J. Giblin Association

Ethel Gittlin, Benjamin Gittlin Foundation

Global Risk Consultants

Mr. Robert M. Goodman

Valerie and Roger Granet

Graphcom

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Greig III

The Grove

Amy and Gary Churgin, The Stanley & Kathleen 
Grumbacher Foundation Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Harvitt, Edward Harvitt  

Family Foundation

Mr. William H. Hayes

Higgins Family Foundation

Barry and Renee Honig Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Matthew D. Houston

Jack and Jill of America, Inc.

Jamesburg Lodge 2180 BPOE

Mr. Mark Kadison

Elaine and Daniel Katz

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Kirshblum

Mr. Robert A. Kleinert

The Knowles Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John Kukral

Nancy and John Lasser

Mrs. Mary Lasser

Mr. Peter Lasser and Mrs. Cynthia Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Lerner

Ms. Sandee Markwith

Mrs. Eleonore B. McCabe

Mary Anne McDonald and Joseph Benning

The Miller Family Endowment, Inc.

Tricia and Jason Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Nik Minocha

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Neibart

Carol and Timothy Neil

Mr. Jeremy Neuer

NK Architects

North Jersey Masters Track & Field Club

Mr. Ned S. Offit

David J. Pascrell and Laura Mitchell Pascrell

Michele Pignatello and Dan Cordasco

Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Pollard

Ms. Linda Read

Regal Bank

Ms. Janine Reister

Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn S. Schaffer

Mrs. Lois Sherwin

Mr. Saul M. Simon

John L. & Grace Soldoveri Foundation, Inc.

Studio 1200

Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Swergold

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Tufo

Westminster Hotel

The Jon & Abby Winkelried Foundation

Winning Strategies

WithumSmith+Brown, PC
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MEMBERS–$500-$999
AAA Northeast

Ms. Lynne Aber

Andrew and Lisa Abramson

Jan and David Ball

Ms. Marlene Baumann

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan D. Bell

Blue Ridge Lumber

Bordentown Elks Lodge 2085

Brookdale ShopRite, Inc.

Mr. James Brown

Comperatore Associates, Inc.

CTR Services, Inc.

Daughters of Israel

Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. DeLisa

Dr. John and Mrs. Carmen DeLuca

Dimensional Dynamics Incorporated

Kevin and Deborah Eaise

Mr. Aaron Essner

Norman and Marji Feinstein

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Fisch

Gem Ambulance

Mr. Thomas P. Giblin

Mr. and Mrs. John Giraud

Ms. Constance Goren

Green Hill

Peter and Michelle Harbeck

Mr. Louis V. Henston

Jane and Andy Kessler

Henni and John Kessler

Mr. and Mrs. Max Lebersfeld

Mr. Michael I. Lefkowitz

Mr. Donald M. Legow

Anonymous

Mandelbaum Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Winslow M. Marston

Mr. and Mrs. David P. McCarthy

Mr. Michael McDaid

McGuireWoods

Mulcare Pipeline Solutions

NJM Insurance Group

Anonymous

Dr. and Mrs. John H. O’Neill

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Pfeiffer

Right at Home of Essex County

Martin and Karen Romm

Roberta Rosenblatt and Michael Alpert

Randi and Rob Rudnick

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Schlesinger

Bruce and Lynn Schonbraun

Dr. and Mrs. Donald H. Sebastian

Geri and Jay Sher

ShopRite of Newark

Dana and Doug Siegel

Mr. Jeffrey Smith

Philip and Gloria Talkow

Carl and Debra Vitale

Weichert Realtors

Mr. Timothy White

Francis A. Wood, MD
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GIVING THAT CHANGES LIVES

New Jersey Health Foundation 
Funds Game-changing Technology
Eye-tracking can provide much information 
that’s useful to our researchers. Where we 
look and how long we look provides insight 
into how we are engaging in a task. Shifting 
our gaze can signal a yes or no response, and 
how our pupils react indicates whether we 
feel attraction or aversion. 

With a gift from the New Jersey Health 
Foundation, directed by trustee Dean 
Janeway, the Rocco Ortenzio Neuroimaging 
Center at Kessler Foundation acquired an 
eye-tracking system that measures and 
records eye activity while participants perform 
cognitive tasks. This system can be used 
inside or outside the scanner, according to Dr. 
Glenn Wylie, the Center’s associate director. 
“This system is flexible and unobtrusive, 
so we can easily collect eye-tracking data 
during our testing on participants with 
spatial neglect, memory deficits, emotional 
processing deficits, and other cognitive 
problems. We’re also interested in integrating 
this capability in our studies of the underlying 
mechanisms of motivation and fatigue.”

Foundation scientists are enthusiastic about 
adding a dimension to their cognitive 

research. “We’re beginning to see that 
collecting eye-tracking data can lead us in 
interesting and unanticipated directions,” 
Dr. Wylie noted. “We definitely foresee the 
potential for new lines of investigation.”

Glenn Wylie, DPhil, associate director, Rocco 
Ortenzio Neuroimaging Center

Eye-tracking can provide much information 
that’s useful to our researchers.
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Trevor Dyson-Hudson, MD, director of Spinal 
Cord Injury Research

Derfner Foundation Funds 
Innovative Study in  
Wheelchair Users
Every successful research study begins with 
a good idea to be cultivated. One donor 
chose a novel approach to jumpstarting a 
new avenue of research that focuses on an 
experimental treatment for shoulder injuries 
in wheelchair users with spinal cord injury. 

Using a manual wheelchair stresses the upper 
limbs, often resulting in “wheelchair users’ 
shoulder”, a disabling complication that is 
difficult to treat. With a gift from the Derfner 
Foundation, researchers are bringing a new 
treatment called Lipogems to wheelchair 
users with spinal cord injury.

The Lipogems procedure involves extracting 
stem cells from the person’s fat cells, then 
injecting them into their shoulder joint, 
according to study investigators Drs. Gerard 
Malanga and Trevor Dyson-Hudson. “It’s 
important to look for alternative treatments,” 
noted Dr. Dyson-Hudson, “because 
wheelchair users have a high risk for poor 
outcomes after surgery, especially if they 
continue to stress the joint. Also, injections 
of stem cells may encourage regeneration 
of damaged tissues in the shoulder.” If 
Lipogems provides an alternative to surgery 
for wheelchair users’ shoulder, this small pilot 
study could have a big impact on the quality 
of life of people with spinal cord injury, and 
others with shoulder injuries.

Hearst Fellowship Sparks 
Scientist’s Career
Research fellowships help launch the careers 
of the next generation of rehabilitation 
researchers, ensuring that we continue to 
develop ways to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities. Here, we highlight our first 
fellowship funded by the Hearst Foundations. 
This two-year fellowship was awarded 
to Silvana Lopes Costa, PhD, a promising 
young scientist dedicated to finding better 
treatments for the cognitive effects of 
multiple sclerosis (MS). 
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As the first Hearst Fellow, Dr. Costa has 
exceeded the benchmarks for disseminating 
her findings, and most notably, has 
successfully competed for major additional 
research funding.

The impact of this focused fellowship 
program is clear – this former Hearst Fellow, 
poised to be a leader in the field, is already 
contributing to the field of MS research. 

Engaging the Community  
in our Mission
Kessler Foundation has hosted three research 
evenings since 2015. Donors, business and 
communities leaders have learned about our 
unique capabilities in robotics rehabilitation 
research, addressing obstacles to recovery 
after stroke, and living to the fullest with MS.

Silvana Lopes Costa, PhD, inaugural Hearst Fellow

Paralyzed during a competition, Olympic ski 
jumper Nick Fairall demonstrates walking in a 
robotic exoskeleton during Kessler Foundation’s 
2015 research evening.



Stroll ‘N Roll Reaches  
New Heights
In September, our 15th Annual Kessler 
Foundation Stroll ‘N Roll attracted the 
largest number of people ever. More 
than 550 people of all ages and abilities 
gathered in Verona Park for this important 
community event, which raised more than 
$135,000 to further our research and 
employment funding. 
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